
Stok�Mora� Hous�
Stok� Mora�

Surre�
3A Baker Stree�
Londo�

13t� Januar� 1883
Dear Mr Holme�,

I a� writin� t� yo� becaus� I nee� t� infor� yo� of m� curren� situatio�. I� i� of utm��
importanc� tha� yo� rea� thi�, a� I fear if yo� d� no�, I ma� b� dea�! �i� letter come� a� th�
recommendatio� of � dear frien�, Mr� Farint��, wh� cam� t� yo� regardin� � missin� Opa�
�ar�.

I liv� wit� Dr Roylot�, � violen� ma�, an� on� wh� bea� hi� butler t� deat�. H� i� locall� know� t�
al�, an� o�e� abuse� hi� strengt� wit� m�, an� m� lat� sister, Juli� Stoner. H� force� u� t� d� th�
wor� i� th� hous�, becaus� n� mai� nor butler woul� b� resilien� enoug� t� sta� i� thi� hel�-hol�.
H� ha� � stron� likin� for �oti� animal�, an� keep� � cheeta� an� � baboo�, whic� terroris� th�
estat�, s� w� o�e� hav� t� loc� our door�, jus� for � sens� of securit�! H� owe� � deb�, � terribl� on�,
an� ha� t� pa� £250 onc� on� of u� get� marrie�.

M� lat� sister Juli� wa� engage�, bu� th� nigh� befor� her marriag�, sh� hear� � lon�, low whistl�,
an� smelle� India� cigar�, s� sh� travelle� t� m� bedchamber an� w� talke� for hour�, an� the�
sh� wen� bac� t� her�. No� � few moment� later, I hear� � screa� an� � shou�, meta� clangin�,
an� � lon� low whistl�. I rushe� t� her roo� wher� sh� wa� kneelin� o� th� floor, cryin� an�
screamin�. Sh� looke� haggar�, col�. Sh� ha� th� dyin� illusio� of � ban�, � speckle� ban�, an�
pointe� t� m� stepfather’� roo�, an� I calle� hi�, hi� havin� � bottl� of whiske�. �nall�, sh�
collapse� wit� no� � mar� of violenc�, or � trac� of poiso� wit� her.

I hav� bee� rep�itione� t� m� sister’� roo�, for min� i� under constructio�. I hav� bee� hearin� �
lon�, low whistl�, th� balla� of m� sister’� ver� ow� deat�, an� s� I stan�, beggin� yo� for help, a�
thi� matter i� wel� ou� of m� hand� i� preventin� deat�. Pleas� d� com�, or I ma� shar� th� sam�
fat� a� m� sister, an� joi� her han� i� deat�!

Your� sincerel�,

Mis� Hele� Stoner


